
2013-2014 Incoming Fifth Grade Summer Reading 

 

Each incoming fifth grader is expected to read Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher 

Park Curtis and complete two related activities at home.  First, after reading each 

chapter you are required to write a few sentences about what you have read (main 

idea).  Please use the 3x5 ruled index cards on the ring which are included in this 

packet.  Use your neatest handwriting and write in complete sentences with proper 

spelling, capitalization and punctuation!  We will use your note cards for the 

activities planned during the first week of the new school year. 

The second required activity is to construct a Bud, Not Buddy suitcase.  As you 

read the novel you will learn about how important Bud’s suitcase full of personal 

treasures is to him.  These items remind him of who he is and where he came from.  

You are going to make a connection to the text with this project.   

 Decorate/Illustrate a manila file folder to represent a suitcase, like Bud’s.  If 

you prefer to construct a 3-D suitcase using other materials, feel free to do 

so!   

 Choose 5 items from your home that you cherish and would keep with you if 

you were Bud Caldwell. 

 With each item, you must include a small artifact representing that item. (ex. 

A small piece of material to represent a special blanket, a photo of  a family 

pet) 

 With each item, you must write a paragraph answering the following 

questions: 

1. What is the item you have chosen to include? 

2. Why is this item so special to you? 

3. How does this item represent who you are or where you came from? 

4. Why would you not want to be without this special treasure? 

Each paragraph must include an introductory sentence, supporting details, and a 

concluding sentence. 

Please see the Bud, Not Buddy Project rubric attached.  This rubric will be used by the student 

and teacher to assess the project. 

The note cards and suitcase are due on the first day of school! 

Please sign and return the attached form to acknowledge that you have received the 

summer reading packet!  Happy reading!   


